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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Hello members, 

 

Things are going great with the club.  Of course, there is always a few 

problems that pop up here and there, but for most of the big picture, we 

are doing well.   Have you ever asked someone why they are doing 

something the way they are and the answer you get back is “because 

that's the way we always do it.”  Sometimes it's time to change the way 

we always do things to a better, more economical, time saving, or 

labor-saving way.  Change is always going to happen no matter how 

we feel about it.   

A couple of years ago the club went through a few major changes to 

help the club grow and make it better for all of the members to take 

part in all aspects the club has to offer.  Some members embraced the 

changes while some members liked the old ways. 

Our board of directors is responsible for coming up with ideas to make 

the club better and give our members the best archery experiences that 

are possible.  It's a task that has not only brought our board members 

closer together but has brought the club into a new and bright future.  

I'm proud of what the board has accomplished and will continue to 

support them in all of their ideas and endeavors to make the Whitetail 

Bowmen Archery Club one of the best organization in the state of 

South Dakota. 

If you happen to see one of the board members, please thank them for 

all the volunteer time they put into the club and for doing a great job 

for us. 

Kurt Smith  
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You might use a sidebar for a 

brief story about an important 

event or a company success 

story that you want to 

highlight. 

This is also a great place to 

show off your mission 

statement or other content 

you want to highlight boldly 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tournament of Roses: outdoor 

3D shoot: June 9th, 10th  

 

Special Thanks! 

Thanks to Bobbie Zirbel for 

installing new carpet on the 

steps.  Also thanks to Tom Fritz 

and Tom Lewis for installing the 

new cabinets in the bathroom. 

 



 

 

      New door to be installed at the indoor range. 

The north door and frame will be changed out soon at the indoor range.  The old door was 

starting to come apart and the frame was becoming rusted.  The new door will look much 

better and will also help with energy costs for the building. 

 

          A N I M A L  O U T D O O R  L E A G U E  I S  G O I N G  G R E A T                                                                

The  outdoor animal league has started.  We currently have 16 members shooting the 

course.  The course consists of 14 animal targets on the front half of the course.  Each 

week the first group to go around sets the stakes for the rest of the shooters.  Distances 

range from 15 to 60 yards.  One to three arrows can be shot at each target depending on 

where you hit the target.   If you would like to come out and shoot league on Wednesday 

nights at 6:00 pm, please contact Steve Rudebusch at 715-5572.    

Outdoor Circle League to begin on June 5th. 

If you’re interested in shooting the outdoor circle league this summer it starts on Tuesday 

June 5th.  Please contact Jim O’Connell at 290-1972. 

 

New gate and fence installed at the outdoor range. 

 

A big thank you to all the members that helped install the new fence and gate at the 

outdoor range.  The new fence now matches the fence by the practice area.  The new sign 

will go up soon and then it’s out to the range to start on a couple of new tower stands to 

shoot from.  

Feel Free to email us at: whitetailbowmenarchery@gmail.com 

 

 

Benefit Shoot for 

TiAnn at the Indoor 

Range. 

On May 12th the Club 

sponsored a fund raiser for 

TiAnne who is fighting 

Leukemia.  Thanks to all the 

members that showed up to 

help set up the course and 

run the line all day.  Tracy 

Rernieitner wrote on our face 

book page “We want to thank 

everyone for their support for 

my niece TiAnne and family. 

We couldn't of had such a 

successful turnout without 

ALL of you! We appreciate the 

Whitetail Bowmen and 

everyone who helped.  Thx 

again.” Rernleitner's 

Outdoor JOAD  Class 

to begin. 

 

Classes will begin on June 4th 

at the outdoor rang.  Indoor 

JOAD shooters will have 

preference for the available 

slots. We will sign up and 

start sighting in at 7:30.  For 

more information Contact 

Chris Beusch at 290-1798 

 



Archery Tip of the Month                                                                                           

How To Choose Arrows For a Compound Bow                                                 
The subject of choosing arrows for a modern compound bow is vast, to the point 
where it will make any beginner archer’s head spin. This is why I’ve prepared the 

following guide for you. While it’s by no means all-inclusive, and I could probably write 
a short book on arrow selection, I don’t want to burden you with this. I simply want to 
teach you how to make a quick, educated selection that will let you get started with 

shooting your compound bow as quickly as possible, without spending weeks 
researching the subject and studying up on physics. 

Step #1: Determine Your Draw Length                                                           
If you do not own a compound bow nor have access to one, you’ll need to follow the 
draw length calculation method outlined in this article. This approach is surprisingly 
accurate and very rarely delivers inaccurate results. The alternative is to visit an 
archery pro-shop in your area and have them measure draw length for you, though I 
understand this is not possible for everyone. 

Step #2: Choose Arrow Length                                                                              
With older compound bows, choosing the proper length of your arrows was a 
somewhat complicated process. Thanks to advances in technology and improvements 
in design, things have become much easier. You simple take your draw length and 
add 0.5″ up to a maximum 1″ to determine appropriate arrow length. So if your draw 
length is 28″, you should get arrows with a maximum length of 29″. 

 

What this will do is give you an arrow that will be just long enough to clear the front-
most part of the arrow shelf. Keep in mind that the length of an arrow is measured 
from the deepest part of the nock groove, to the end of the shaft. It does not include 
the length of your field points or broad heads. 

Step #3: Choosing Arrow Weight                                                                                       
The weight of your arrows will vary depending on your objectives: 

If you want to target practice, you want the arrow to weigh in total (shaft, vanes, 
insert, nock and field point combined) around 5 to 6 grain per pound of draw weight. 
So if your bow has 60 lbs. of draw, you want to use arrows that weigh in total between 
300 and 360 grain. 

If you want to hunt, you want an arrow with a total weight of between 6 and 8 grain 
per pound of draw weight. So again in the case of a 60 lbs. draw compound bow, this 
would mean an arrow weight of between 360 and 480 grain. 

The values above are not set in stone, however. The only thing you can absolutely 
NEVER do is use an arrow that weighs less than 5 grain per pound of draw weight, as 
this will severely damage your bow void your manufacturer warranty. 

You probably noticed that arrows used for target practice are lighter than those used 
for hunting. The reason for this is that lighter arrows travel in a straighter line and 
hence are easier to shoot in very tight groups, while heavier arrows travel somewhat 
less straight but deliver more kinetic energy for better flesh penetration. 

In reality though, as long as your arrows weigh anywhere between 5 and 8 
grain, you’ll have success using them for both hunting and target practice purposes. 
So if you can’t find arrows that meet the exact criteria outlined above, just go for any in 

Looking for members 

interested in 

volunteering to hold a 

youth archery hunting 

education class in 

Aberdeen. 

In the past the Whitetail 

Bowmen’s Club participated in 

the state run Youth Archery 

Education program.  We would 

like to start doing that program 

again here in Aberdeen.  The 

class is a one day curriculum 

that teaches youth a number of 

topics related to bow hunting 

and safety while bow hunting.  

First time youth and elk hunters 

are required by the state of 

South Dakota to complete the 

Huntsafe class and the 

Bowhunter Safety class before 

they can legally hunt big game 

in the state.  If you are 

interested in helping put this 

class on, please contact Kurt 

Smith at 380-1211 to get the 

forms to fill out.  I think this 

would be a great benefit to the 

Whitetail Bowmen Archery Club 

and the community to hold this 

class.   

Whitetail Bowmen 

Monthly Meetings. 

The next monthly meeting 

of the Whitetail Bowmen 

Archery Club will be held 

at the outdoor range on 

Monday June 11th at 7:30 

pm.  All members are 

encouraged to attend. If 

you have any questions or 

concerns please contact 

one of the board members 

prior to the meeting so we 

can get you on the agenda. 

 

http://bestcompoundbowsource.com/choose-arrows-compound-bow/
http://bestcompoundbowsource.com/measure-draw-length/
http://bestcompoundbowsource.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/arrow-length.jpg
http://bestcompoundbowsource.com/compound-bow-kinetic-energy/


the 5 to 8 grain range. (And remember – this is the total weight of the arrow, including all parts and broad heads / field 
tips). 

What About The Spine Of an Arrow?                                                                                                                         
Arrow spine is a very important (possibly the most important) trait to consider when choosing arrows for a compound bow. 

There are a few reasons why I have not discussed this, however: 

1. Learning about arrow spine takes time, and you will need a decent amount of practice before you determine the 
perfect spine for your shooting style and technique. 

2. Different arrow manufacturers use different values when indicating the spine of their arrows, which confuses 
beginners significantly. 

3. When purchasing arrows online, manufacturers often don’t mention the spine of the arrows. Instead, they 
provide a threshold such as “suitable for bows with up to 55 lbs. draw weight” or “for bows up to 70 lbs. draw 
weight” etc. 

As such, especially if you are buying over the internet, don’t worry about spine right now. Just go for arrows that are 
advertised as being suitable for bows that meet your’ s in draw weigh. After a few months of shooting and once you’ve 
become better acquainted with your compound, you can delve in deeper into the world of arrow spine and buy some 
extra, better arrows. 

I find that many beginners get very confused trying to determine the perfect spine and end up becoming paralyzed due to 
over-analysis. The result is waiting for months before they finally make their purchase. And even after all that research 
they are more than likely to want to try out a different arrow spine anyway. 

Is There a Better And/Or Quicker Way To Choose The Perfect Arrows?                                                              
Absolutely. The easiest and most efficient way would be to: 

1. Take your new compound bow to an archery pro-shop 

2. Show them the bow, your draw length, and tell them what you want to do (hunting or target practice, or both) 

3. They will choose the arrows for you 

So if this is an option for you, it’s definitely the best thing you can do as a beginner to compound bows. 

How To Choose Arrows For a Compound Bow – Summary                                                                                                
As always, hopefully you’ve learned a thing or two here. As mentioned earlier, this guide is not intended to be an ultimate 
guide on arrow selection – seasoned archers will not learn anything new here. The purpose of this article is to help you 

get started on the correct road towards learning and enjoying the beautiful sport of bow shooting through hands-on 
experience, rather than spending months studying up on the theory and still end up purchasing arrows that aren’t 100% 
perfect. Remember: there are no perfect arrows; there are only arrows that are perfect for YOU. To know what’s perfect 

for you though, you have to start shooting.  Thanks to Compound Bow Source for the information                                                                                                                                                  

Wild Game Recipe of the Month                                                                                                    

Wild Game Marinade                                                                                                                                                 
INGREDIENTS  

 12 ounces Coke (not diet) or 12 ounces Pepsi diet)         

 1⁄2 cup Worcestershire sauce 

 1⁄2 cup teriyaki sauce 

 2 tablespoons liquid smoke 

 2 tablespoons light brown sugar 

 1 tablespoon garlic powder 

 1 tablespoon onion powder 
 black pepper or hot pepper sauce 

Directions 

Combine all ingredients and mix well. 

Place meat in freezer ziptop bag or 

covered container. Pour marinade over 

meat. 

http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/worcestershire-sauce-176
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/smoke-seasoning-58
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/brown-sugar-375
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/garlic-powder-501
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/onion-powder-502
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/pepper-337

